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Eliminating hepatitis B and hepatitis C 
as global health threats. 
How Rotary can help with this global challenge!

Professor Margaret Hellard – Burnet Institute, Melbourne Australia



Hepatitis B

~296 million people 
were living with chronic 
hepatitis B infection in 
2019

1.5 million new 
infections each year

In 2019- an estimated 
820 000 deaths, mostly 
from cirrhosis and 
hepatocellular 
carcinoma (primary 
liver cancer).



Hepatitis C

~58 million people have 
chronic hepatitis C 
virus infection in 2019

1.5 million new 
infections each year

In 2019, an estimated 
290,000 deaths, mostly 
from cirrhosis and 
hepatocellular 
carcinoma (primary 
liver cancer)



● We have a fanstatic, highly 
effective vaccine which can 
stop people getting infected

● Critically – the most cases of 
new infections globally 
occur due to mother to child 
transmission at/near 
childbirth.

● Giving birthdose vaccines 
could stop new infections but 
in many countries in the world 
this is not happening

Hepatitis B



● We have tests to detect 
hepatitis B and monitor its 
progress

● We have highly effective 
treatments that stop people 
getting sick and dying from 
hepatitis B

● However most people in the 
world remain undiagnosed 
and untreated

Hepatitis B



● We have tests to detect 
hepatitis c and monitor its 
progress

● We have highly effective, 
inexpensive treatments that 
can cure people of their 
hepatitis C – one tablet a day 
for 8-12 weeks!

● However, again most people 
in the world remain 
undiagnosed and untreated

Hepatitis C



WHO set targets to eliminate hepatitis B 
and hepatitis C as public health threats 
by 2030
● Increase testing - hepatitis B and C
● Increase vaccination - hepatitis B
● Increase treatment - hepatitis B and C
● Provide clean needles and syringes 

and OAT to prevent hepatitis C

Viral hepatitis elimination



Hepatitis B - progress has stalled. 



Hepatitis B - progress has stalled. 



Hepatitis C - progress has stalled. 



Section Break 
or StatementWhy are we failing?



Lack of awareness
About a hepatitis B vaccine

Community awareness of hepatitis B vaccine



Lack of awareness
About a hepatitis C cure

Community awareness of hepatitis C cure



Stigma and discrimination



What can Rotary do?



Raise 
awareness



Educate



Help 
reduce 
stigma



Leverage 
End Polio



Support 
sister clubs



Eliminating viral hepatitis is possible 
– we need Rotary’s help today.
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Elimination of mother-to-child 
transmission of hepatitis B 
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Of the estimated 360 million people living with Hepatitis B or C globally, 
195 million live in the WHO Western Pacific and South-East Asia Regions

Source: Global  Progress Report, WHO 2021
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● Very safe, inexpensive, highly effective vaccine 
– unlike HIV, TB, malaria, HCV

● World’s first anti-cancer vaccine

● Timely (<24h) birth dose inclusive infant 
vaccination has been recommended by WHO 
for all countries since 2009

● Universal vaccination of infants, together with 
and screening / treatment of women diagnosed 
in pregnancy (EMTCT) will lead to elimination of 
hepatitis B

● Scaling up screening, treatment and care of 
adults will avert unacceptable illness and loss 
of life in the interim

Hepatitis B infant vaccination is 
essential for elimination



● 1990-2014 – the 
proportion of children 
living with chronic 
hepatitis B fell from 10% 
to 0.3%

● To date, around 35 million 
chronic hepatitis B 
infections averted

● Over 5 million future 
deaths prevented

● Hugely cost saving

● Prevent subsequent 
infections – incl. in future 
generations as women 
enter childbearing years

Elimination in action –
infant hepatitis B vaccination in China

Cui et al. EID 2017; 23 (5): 765-772



While we acknowledge progress, 
we must strive to do even better
MTCT –



Integrating EMTCT –
Person centred, universal care 





What can Rotary do?



What can Rotary do?

● ADVOCATE
● For integrated, person centred PMTCT programs – as part of universal perinatal and maternal and child 

health investment

● For global donors to incorporate viral hepatitis elimination, including hepatitis B PMTCT, in their programs

● Global Fund for HIV TB and Malaria – some inclusion of hepatitis B PMTCT from 2023

● GAVI – hepatitis B birth dose purchasing in supported countries – when will this happen?

● CHAI, UNITAID increasing focus on hepatitis – others? 

● EDUCATE
● Every WHO member state has endorsed elimination of viral hepatitis as a major public health threat by 2030

● Progress? Commitments? Actions? 

● The importance of Triple Elimination of MTCT of HIV, syphilis and hepatitis B – including in our region

● BE CHAMPIONS
● For vaccination, especially high coverage of infant and childhood vaccination globally



WHO Collaborating Centre for Viral Hepatitis, Doherty Institute

Epidemiology and Public Health Team

www.doherty.edu.au/viralhepatitis

whoccvh@mh.org.au



What can I do?

Raise awareness
Campaign in your community
Advocate for an End Hepatitis campaign



● 820,000 people died from Hepatitis B related condition in 2019. 

● 290,000 people died from Hepatitis C related condition in 2019.

● Yet, these deaths are preventable. 

● The time to act is now to reach elimination by 2030.

Q&A
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